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Beginning in FY2006, a school district may permissively include up to the same amount of over-
BASE revenue levied from its FY2005 adopted budget.  The provision does not increase a 
district’s budget limit, but it does allow a district to levy (without a vote) the same over-BASE 
amount as in FY2005.  This provision may allow a district that is disequalized in FY2006 to 
permissively levy above its FY2006 Maximum (HB 63). 
 
HB63 waives and/or extends this year’s school levy election deadlines.  Any statutory deadlines 
that fell on or before April 15 are extended to April 25, 2005.  The time period for posting the 
election notice is changed to April 25 through May 3, 2005. 

 
OPI Staff is working to update the budgeting tools that we provide to assist districts in preparing 
their budget. 
 
General Fund Spreadsheets 

 The School Finance Division is updating and testing the Excel spreadsheets to include ANB 3-
year averaging, new basic and per-ANB entitlements, special education block grant rates and the 
new calculations of highest budgets with and without a vote.  The expected release date is 
Thursday, April 21.  An email will notify you of the posting. 
 
 Revised Budget Data Sheets 
OPI will revise and test the Budget Data Sheets for FY2006.  We expect to post them on the OPI 
web site by Monday, April 25.  An email will notify you of the posting. 
 
FY2005-06 General Fund Budget and Voting Limits 
A revised version of this chart (see page 12 of FY2005-06 General Fund Budget Overview and 
Worksheets) is located at http://www.metnet.state.mt.us/schoolfinance/0000D9D9-
80000007/0001C691-80000007/.  This chart reflects the general fund budget and voting limit 
changes made in HB624 and HB63.   
 
I hope this information is helpful and timely.  Please contact the School Finance Division staff at 
(406) 444-4401 if you have any questions. 
 
Link to HB624:  
http://data.opi.state.mt.us/bills/2005/billhtml/HB0624.htm
 
Link to HB63: 
http://data.opi.state.mt.us/bills/2005/billhtml/HB0063.htm
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